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The National Trust
for Scotland

THE UNNA PRINCIPLES

Overarching Principle: That the land be maintained in its primitive condition for all time with unrestricted
access to the public.'

1.

2.

10.

That ‘primitive’ means not less primitive than the existing state.

That sheep farming and cattle grazing may continue, but that deer stalking must cease, and no sport of
any kind carried on, or sporting rights sold or let; any use of the property for sport being wholly
incompatible with the intention that the public should have unrestricted access and use. It is
understood, however, that deer may have to be shot, as that may be necessary to keep numbers down
and so prevent damage, but for that purpose alone.

That the word ‘unrestricted” does not exclude regulations, but implies that regulation, if any, should be
limited to such as may in future be found absolutely necessary, and be in sympathy with the views
expressed herein.

That the hills should not be made easier or safer to climb.

That no facilities should be introduced for mechanical transport; that paths should not be extended or
improved; and that new paths should not be made.

That no directional or other signs, whether signposts, paint marks, cairns or of any other kind
whatsoever, should be allowed; with the exception of such signs as may be necessary to indicate that
the land is the property of the Trust, and to give effect to the requirement in the Provisional Order of
1935 that bylaws must be exhibited.

That should a demand spring up for hotels or hostels it is possible that it may have to be satisfied to a
limited extent. If so, they should only be built alongside the public roads, and should be subject to
control by the Trust; and it is suggested that no hotels or hostels should be built in Glencoe itself, or in
any other part of the property, except perhaps, in the lower reaches of the Trust property in Glen Etive.
It is hoped that the Trust may be able to come to an understanding with neighbouring proprietors as to
corresponding restrictions being maintained in regard to land near to that held by the Trust.

That no other facilities should be afforded for obtaining lodging, shelter, food or drink; and especially,
that no shelters of any kind be built on the hills.

It is hoped that the design of any buildings which may be necessary will be carefully considered by the
Trust; and that, where possible, trees will be planted in their vicinity.

In conclusion, it is suggested that the whole question of the management of the Trust properties in
Glen Etive and Glencoe should receive special attention, in view of the possibility that the policy
adopted by the National Trust for Scotland in the present instance may create a precedent for similar
areas in other mountainous districts, not only in Scotland, but also in England and Wales.

P JH Unna
President, Scottish Mountaineering Club, November 1937



